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The current overdose epidemichasbeen
years in the making. Learn more about how
we got here, where we stand and what we

.are doing in our new storymap
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Like many cities, Nashville is struggling with
the challenges of a deadly drug overdose
epidemic that has persisted in the United
States for several decades. The overdose
epidemic is a major public health crisis
characterized by widespread drug overdose
deaths fueled mainly by three classes of
opioids: prescription opioids, heroin, and
synthetic opioids like fentanyl. Fentanyl is
a powerful synthetic opioid painkiller that
times more potent ). - ,is highly addictive
than morphine and is commonly used as an

.additive to other street drugs
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The Three Waves and Underlying Causes
The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) have described this
epidemic as three distinct waves. The figure
below depicts the three waves of opioid-
persons in ):-,-.. induced deaths per
the United States. Each wave corresponds
to a rise in deaths due to one of the three
classes of opioids: prescription opioids,

.heroin, and synthetic opioids
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Nashville>s Drug Overdose Epidemic
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The Metro Public Health Department Opioid/
Overdose Response and Reduction Program seeks
to conduct public health surveillance on drug
overdosesin Davidson Countyinorder to effectively
respond to and inform targeted intervention
efforts in collaboration with community partners.
The program strives to support and enhance
stakeholder partnerships, improve linkage to
treatment for people living with substance use
disorders, and ultimately reduce both fatal and

.non-fatal drug overdoses _
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